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ICCM schools. Currently 

bible quizzing programs 

have started at 6 ICCM 

schools: Kibera, Ka-

wangware,  Kericho, Ma-

tuma, Mombasa and 

Nyakach. 

Bible Quizzing in Kenya  

continues to grow under 

the leadership of Vickie 

Reynen, the regional coor-

dinator for International 

Childcare Ministires 

(ICCM) and the Bible 

Quiz committee.  In April, 

Vickie and the Kenya Bible 

Quiz Committee had the 

opportunity to attend some 

of the District Youth re-

treats. They were able to 

provide some training for 

Quiz coaches, and partici-

pate as quiz masters during 

the quiz competition. Vickie 

had the privilege of attend-

ing the retreat in  South Rift 

District, along with quiz 

committee members        

Nixon Miheso and Violet 

Ogoro. They are thankful 

for the volunteers who are 

embarking on being coaches 

and look forward to see how 

their quizzers will do in the 

National Quiz Competition 

in August.  Bible Quizzing 

is also growing among the 

Kenyan Bible Quiz com-

mittee, our missionaries, 

Vickie Reynen and Ken 

Myers, ICCM Director  

Pastor Daniel Shanzuh, 

and Youth Ministries     

Director Pastor Elly Kisala. 

Our prayer is that we can 

This July, our team will set 

forth on a journey where we 

will be challenged by unfa-

miliar things, humbled by 

God’s graciousness, and 

loved by new brothers and 

sisters in Christ. This is the 

third bible quiz team that 

has gone to help introduce 

and encourage the Bible 

Quizzing Ministry in Kenya. 

We have had the pleasure of 

working with both the 

youth and the ICCM 

school’s there, as well as 

working along side the  

When Pastor Eric became 

the Denominational direc-

tor, he shared his dream/

passion/vision of  seeing a 

missional focus as a part 

of the quizzing ministry. 

He dreamed that there 

would be missions teams 

formed of Bible quizzers 

and leaders who would 

introduce Bible Quizzing 

to other parts of the 

world.   

 July 13, 2016—July 26, 2016  

Free Methodist Bible 

Quizzing 

Denominational  

Director (USA) 

 

Eric Young 

Vickie (in the middle), Francis (first guy on the left), Nixon (guy in front), and 

Violet (girl second on the right) and some of the “new” coaches that attended. 

help encourage and develop 

leaders who will become 

coaches and quizmasters 

and to encourage students 

to study the scriptures and 

hide the word of God in 

their hearts to help them as 

they grow closer to him.   



Haven Robart 

Haven has been involved in quizzing for 7 years. Her first two years were in Taiwan, and her last five have 
been for Greenville FM Church in Greenville, IL.  

National Awards: Team: STV top 16 (2015) 

Quizzing Impact: 

I plan on coaching at some point, and I feel so blessed to be a part of quizzing! I helped plan the service 
project at nationals last year, and I'm doing so again this year, along with a group of student planners. I 
can't wait to see how the project ends up in the years to come.  

Jared Sittig 

Jared has quizzed eight amazing years for New Hope FM Church in Rochester, NY.  

National Awards: Team: YTR National Champions (2010), YTV 3rd place (2011), YTV 2nd place (2012), 
YTV 4th place (2013),  STV 5th place (2014), STV 3rd place (2015) Individual: YTV 3rd place (2013), STV 4th 
place (2015) 

Quizzing Impact: 

I love Bible quizzing! This year is my final year of quizzing, which is sad, but I am looking forward to coach-
ing and quiz-mastering for many years to come. Bible quizzing has impacted me not only by giving me 
God’s words on the tip of my tongue, but also by teaching me methods for studying, applying, and sharing 
all of God’s teachings. One thing that God has laid on my heart is that this is too great a gift to keep to my-
self. That’s why I’m so excited about going to Kenya! I have been so incredibly blessed by quizzing and I 
want others to have the same opportunity that I had for spiritual growth, character development, healthy 
competition, and a safe, fun place to learn God’s word.  

Michelle Myer 

Michelle has quizzed for 7 years for Vincennes FM church in Vincennes, IN. 

National Awards: Team: STR National Champions (2010), YTR 2nd place (2011), YTV 5th place (2012), STV 
top 16 (2013), STV 7th place (2014), STV 7th place (2015). 

Quizzing Impact: 

I have definitely have grown closer to the Lord because of quizzing. I have learned so much from studying 
and memorizing the Scripture, and I feel better equipped for doing the Lord's will. Memorizing the Scrip-
ture each year was particularly influential. During rough times, I often find myself reciting a verse that I had 
learned through quizzing. I am the person I am today because of this ministry. 
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Rebekah Distaffen 

Rebekah has quizzed (7 years) for Pearce Memorial FM Church in Rochester, NY.  

National Awards: Team: YTR 5th place (2010) , YTV 3rd place(2013),  STV top 16 (2015)  

Quizzing Impact:  

Quizzing has helped me through a lot. It's given me self confidence and a sense of identity. I have 
made amazing friends and developed great relationships with both God and other teens.  

Lydia Stout 

Lydia has quizzed for 6 years, although she has attended quiz meets since she was in 4th grade. She 
quizzed 2 years for Winona Lake FM Church in Winona Lake, IN, 2 years for Anderson Wesley FM Church 
in Anderson, IN, and currently has quizzed 2 years for Warsaw New Hope in Warsaw, IN.  I was involved 
in starting a quiz program at Warsaw New Hope.  

National Awards: Team: STV 7th place (2011), STV National Champions (2012),  YTV 2nd place (2013), 
YTV 2nd place (2014),  STV National Champions (2015) 

Quizzing Impact: 

The biggest impact quizzing has had on my life is all of the many friends I have made and the vast amount 
of  scripture I have memorized. This has helped to form me into the Christian and person I am today.   



Bethany Hartzell 

Bethany has quizzed for 6 years. 5 years with  Bedford FM Church, in Bedford, IN and 1 year with Vin-
cennes FM Church, in Vincennes, IN.  

National Awards:  Team: YTR 4th place (2011), YTV 3rd place (2012), YTV 5th place (2013), STV 4th place 
(2014), STV top 16 (2015)  Individuals: YTV National Championship (2014) 

Quizzing Impact: 

Every year that I have done quizzing, God has spoken to me and comforted me through the scriptures 
we were studying, particularly this last year, when I learned that I would be moving unexpectedly. When 
I moved, Quizzing was the only bright spot. I knew that no matter how alone I felt, the next Bible Quiz 
was just around the corner, and I would get to see my best friends all in one place. Quizzes are where I 
feel most at home; most myself. I don't have to pretend to be someone else, because my friends are all 
God-loving people and except me no matter what my background is. Quizzing has giving me an ever-
lasting home that I wouldn't exchange for anything. 

Rachel Gray 

Rachel has quizzed for 8 years. She quizzed with Rainier Avenue FMC in Seattle, WA for 6 years and has 
quizzed the last 2 years for Aldersgate FM Church, Indianapolis, IN. 

National Awards: Team: YTR 3rd place (2011), YTR 2nd place (2012), YTV 3rd place (2014),  STV 7th 
place (2015) 

Quizzing Impact: 

Quizzing has brought me so much closer to the Lord and given me the opportunity to hide the word of 
God in my heart. In addition to that, forming lifelong friendships with fellow Christians around the coun-
try has been so life giving. When our family moved to Indiana 2 years ago, everything changed and was 
different except quizzing. Having the consistency and familiarity of quizzing 2,000 miles away in a new 
place was super helpful during the transition. God knew I would need help with the move and he was 
able to provide both the scripture in my heart to get me through it as well as friends across the country. 
Bible quizzing is such an amazing ministry and it has shaped so much of who I am!  

Katie Myer 

Katie has been involved in Bible Quizzing for 7 years. She has quizzed for the Vincennes FM Church, in 
Vincennes, IN for 5 years, beginning in the eighth grade. The last two years she has quiz mastered at 
meets and helped out at practices.  Katie was a part of the 2014 Kenya Mission Team. 

National Awards: Team: STR National Champions (2010), STV 7th place (2012), STV top 16 (2013), STV 
7th place (2014) Individual: YTV 2nd place (2011), STV 6th place (2012), STV 6th place  (2013), STV 6th 
place (2014) 

Quizzing Impact: 

Over those years, I have seen the impact of quizzing in my life. It has helped me grow in my relationship 
with Christ, meet other like-minded youth, and learn life skills such as leadership and handling pressure. 
Memorizing the Scripture each year was particularly influential. During rough times, I often find myself 
reciting a verse that I had learned through quizzing. I am the person I am today because of this ministry. 

 

Carol Bither 

Carol and her husband Paul were coaches at the John Wesley FM church in Indianapolis (IN).  They got 
involved in coaching when their son Brian and daughter Amy were old enough to quiz.  Paul lost his 
battle with cancer in 2012 and to honor his memory, the John Wesley FMC began a scholarship in his 
name to be awarded to the top Individual Kenyan Bible Quizzer at their National Competition.   

The plaque reads: Given in memory of Dr. Paul P. Bither for his courage, faithfulness, and compassion 
for the Bible Quizzing Ministry of the Free Methodist Church, and his commitment in sharing the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.  

If you would like to donate to this scholarship, make checks out to:  International Child Care Ministries 
On the memo line write: Kenya Youth Quiz Scholarship  

Send a check to: International Child Care Ministries  770 N. High School Rd Indianapolis, IN 46214 

National Awards: Team: YTR 4th place (2002),YTV 4th place (2003), STV 2nd place (2004), STR Nation-
al Champion (2005),   



Bob & Katherine Swank 

Bob and Katherine never quizzed in their youth but have been coaches at the Vincennes FM Church for 
19 years. Bob is the Director of Quizmasters for the Wabash Conference and National Quiz finals. Bob & 
Katherine were inducted into the Bible Quizzing Hall of Fame in 2011. Bob was apart of the 2012 Kenya 
Mission Team and both Bob & Katherine were apart of the 2014 Kenya Mission Team. 

National Awards: 

Team: YTR 2nd place (1997), YTR National Champions (1999), YTR 4th place & STV 5th place (2001), YTR 
5th place & STV National Champions (2002), YTR 5th place & STV 5th place (2003), STV 4th place (2004), 
YTR 3rd place & STV 7th place (2005), YTV National Champions & STV 5th place (2006), STV 2nd place 
(2007), SVT National Champions (2008), STR 2nd place & STV National Champions (2009), STV 4th place 
(2010), YTR 2nd place (2011), YTV 5th place & STV 7th place (2012), STV top 16 (2013), STR 2nd place & 
STV 7th place (2014), STV 7th place (2015)   

Bob has participated in Quic Quizzing and won several Individual championships 

Quizzing Impact:  

Bob: Quizzing ministry has inspired me to study the scripture to a much greater extent. Each year I 
memorize all the material with the quizzers and do an in depth Bible study of that year's material. So 
many of our quizzers have continued to be involved in the Bible Quizzing ministry which tells us that 
quizzing did have an impact in their lives. Watching these quizzers continue to grow is a highlight.  

Katherine: I started out as a parent who volunteered to drive the van to quiz meets once a month! 
David (our son) was in 6th grade, now he has been out of high school for 15 years!  I have filled a variety 
of roles, and while the complex questions are not my strong suit, I love being involved - especially help-
ing quizzers perfect their quoting. 

Lyle McCoon, Jr. 

Lyle is finishing up his 30th year of Bible quizzing. He quizzed from 1985-1991 and has coached/quiz mas-
tered ever since then. He quizzed for Pontiac (MI) and Drayton Heights (Clarkston, MI) and has coached 
in Greenville (IL), Quincy (IL), Wilmore (KY), and at Indianapolis Aldersgate and Indianapolis West Morris 
Street. He has been a director in three different conferences (Gateway, New South, and Wabash) and a 
regional director as well as being one of the national question writers. He has also directed both Individ-
ual competition and the quizmasters at Nationals, and served numerous times as a divisional director 
there.  

National Awards: Team: STR 3rd place (1989). Individuals: YTV 2nd place (1988), STV  4th place (1989). 
Lyle has also participated in Quic Quizzing and won several team and individual awards. 

Quizzing Impact: 

The extent of Bible quizzing’s impact on my life is almost impossible to state. By its prodding me to study 
the Bible, my life has been changed in every way.  

 Brad & Heather Anderson 

Brad quizzed for Bedford FM church in Bedford, IN from 1989 to 1993.  During this time, he had 
the opportunity to be a part of many good teams including the 1991 Alpha Omega championship 
team.  He returned to the quizzing ministry in 2000 where he has served as Quiz master/Coach  at 
Aldersgate in Indianapolis, IN (2000-2012) and is currently the Wabash Conference Quiz Director.  

Heather quizzed for  Clarkston FM Church, in Clarkston, MI from 1990 -1995 and continued 
coaching and quiz mastering there until 2003. Since moving to Indianapolis, IN she has coached at 
Aldersgate FMC (2003-2012) and continues to serve on the Wabash Conference leadership team  
assisting Brad as conference director and doing monthly stats. Brad & Heather have lead  the pre-

vious Kenya Mission teams in 2012 & 2014. 

National Awards: Brad Team: YTR National Champion (1988), YTR National Champion (1989), YTV National Champion (1990),  
STV National Champion (1991) , STV 4th place (1992).  Individuals: YT National Champion (1989).  Heather Team: YTV 5th place 
(1999),  STR National Champion (2011).  

Quizzing Impact: 

Brad: The bible quiz ministry has played a key role in my life.  Through this ministry I came to faith in Jesus, met my wife 
Heather.  This ministry has helped provide me with a  scriptural foundation on which to build my faith. 

Heather: Bible Quizzing has had a profound impact on my life from the very beginning.  I gave my heart to the Lord at quiz 
Nationals my second year and through studying the scripture my love for God  and the desire to serve him continues to grow 
even today.  Over the years, I have watched teens grow into incredible men and women of God. Some have overcome life situa-
tions that no one should ever have to experience. I have witnessed teens that have faced their fears and conquered them.  I was 
privileged to have great coaches that mentored me and I hope that I have been able to have that same impact on those I have 
coached.  


